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Chapter 3 – Home far away from home – a second life
Analysis of documents chosen in the database, in relation to the immigrants’ experience in the host country.

3.2 “The housing conditions of the Italian migrants in Belgium after the Second World War”

Document to be used: A. Morelli, L’appel à la main-d’œuvre italienne pour les charbonnages et sa prise en charge à son arrivée en Belgique dans l’immédiat après-guerre/ The call on Italian workforce for coalmines and their picking up at their arrival in Belgium just after the Second World War, in: Revue belge d’Histoire contemporaine, XIX, 1988, 1-2, pp. 83-130.
Exercise 3.2.1
Analysis and comprehension of the document

Find in the article the elements of information concerning the housing issue for the Italian migrants who had arrived in Belgium in the framework of the 1946 Agreement (analysis sheet in the part « Review of laws »).

· Which commitments were theoretically made by the Belgian authorities and employers?

· Describe the real housing conditions of the Italian workers.
Exercise 3.2.2
Contextualization and links with other documents

Find in the interviews of Italian migrants who had arrived in Belgium after 1945 some precise evidence that confirm Anne Morelli’s description.
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