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Chapter 4. Legal Perspective
Read the following document and then try to answer to correspondent questions

4.6.1 Introduction to: Document 6, Illegal Immigrants in Berlin…

The document illustrates, besides the figures, some of the fundamental problem an illegal immigrant is facing.

Not being able to get a physician when you need one is one of them. Living a life of fear in which even a wrong bus ticket can lead to exposure and expulsion, in which you can trust nobody, are other ones.

Illegal immigration in Germany still is an issue out of bounds.

It is a known fact that most of the illegal immigrants to not come to Germany illegally. Mostly these are persons who stay longer than they are allowed to.

After German law they are to be defined as criminals. Other European countries often legalise the status of these persons with an amnesty, this is not be done in Germanys. Illegals live a “life in the shadow”.

4.6.2. Document 6: Illegal Immigrants in Berlin, Germany may receive Health Care with Anonymous Insurance Card

by Elisa Jaehner on February 28, 2009

There are approximately 1.000.000 illegal immigrants in Germany, 250.000 alone in the capital Berlin. These people live without any papers and without an insurance card that allows them access to the German health system. The state of Berlin considers now to issue these illegal immigrants living in Berlin an “anonymous insurance certificate” that allows them to seek medical help without fearing repercussions after revealing their identity and illegal immigration status. 

German law states that people who help, instigate, prolong or support the stay of an illegal immigrant can be penalized. That means that doctors, nurses and other hospital staff is required to report people to the authorities when the illegal status of an immigrant seeking medical help. The medical profession opposes this rule that is a lot stricter than in many other European countries, where help can be given to aliens without revealing their identity. 

To avoid this dilemma and to allow illegal immigrants access to medical help, the Berlin government is considering to issue an anonymous health insurance card on a case-by case-basis. The costs of this would be carried by the state’s welfare system. 

Problematic if this idea is realized is a migration of illegal immigrants from other parts of Germany to Berlin. If other states will not consider a similar regulation, I am worrying how the already poor and highly indebted state of Berlin should be able to provide health care for almost 1.000.000 illegal immigrants in Germany.

http://www.erblawg.com/illegal-immigrants-in-berlin-germany-may-receive-health-care-without-repercussions-in-the-future/
4.6. Exercises for Document 6

1. Please name the reasons why a procedure as the Land Berlin considers is necessary and sensible.

2. Please describe the problems the authors sees, if the Land Berlin issues an anonymous insurance card

3. Please find out the laws which may lead to the described dilemma.
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