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Chapter 4 – Who is knocking at my door? A legal perspective
Analysis of documents chosen in the database, in relation to the legal framework
3. Official stopping of immigration in Belgium on 1st August 1974
Document: Article published in the daily newspaper “Le Peuple” of 3rd-4th August 1974 
Exercise 4.4.1

Title of the article :.  Illegal foreign workers will be able to regularize their situation. But any new immigration is forbidden apart from nationals from EEC countries.

Analysis and comprehension of the article


This article announces two important decisions of the Belgian government in the field of immigration.

· What are these two decisions?

· What are the reasons given to justify them?

· Do these measures concern all foreign nationals settled in Belgium or desirous of settling there? Who is concerned and who isn’t?

· For regularization :

· briefly describe the set up procedure and the conditions to be fulfilled ;

· are all regularization candidates sure to obtain it ?

· For the stopping of immigration: notice the only exception in the paragraph of the article announcing this stopping.

Exercise 4.4.2

Contextualization and links with other documents

· Why aren’t nationals from a member country of the EEC concerned by the measures taken on 1st August 1974? In order to answer this question, you can notably consult the analysis sheet for the regulations and the directive of the European council of 15th October 1968 (part « Review of laws »).

· Do some complementary search about the economical context in which the measure concerning the stopping of immigration was taken by the Belgian government in 1974.

· Were there any similar measures concerning the stopping or the limitation of immigration taken at that time in other European countries?

· Was the stopping of immigration decided in 1974 real in Belgium? You will find all the necessary resources to answer this question in the Belgian national report and in the part « Review of publications ».

· Compare the regularization criteria of 1974 with those for the operation that started in Belgium in 2009 (see analysis sheet and documents online in the part « Review of laws »). Especially show that the illegal immigration issue is only taken into account from the economical point of view for the control and the regulation of the labour market in 1974, which is no longer the case in 2009.
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