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Chapter 5 - Who is knocking at my door? 
A personal perspective: feelings, experiences, relations

Analysis of documents chosen in the database, in relation to the experience of the host populations
5.4 “Welcome”
Documents to be used: DVD of the movie « Welcome », of Philippe Lioret

Analysis card available in the « Review of publications » section

Here only a few tracks of use will be proposed to be carried out concretely, according to the targeted objectives, to the activities and productions envisaged as well as to the pupils’ level. 

· http://www.e-media.ch/dyn/bin/1108-7514-1-welcomevf.pdf 

· http://www.grignoux.be/dossiers/277/ : extract of a paper folder that can be obtained at the cultural centre « Les Grignoux » (Liège).

· http://www.amnesty.be/jeunes/spip.php?article1963 : folder dealing with immigration from a human right point of view. Pedagogical resources and interesting information about the problem of refugees and about international right in that matter.

Exercise 5.4.1

Analysis and comprehension  of the document

· Analysis of the characters / speakers: situation, role, position, motivation, relationship amongst them: Bilal, Simon, Marion, the policemen, the justice (judge and lawyer), the guard of the supermarket, Simon’s neighbour, Mina, Mina’s family (especially her brother and her father), etc.

· From citizenship to denunciation or hostility, passing by disinterest. Describe the people’s attitude by taking concrete examples (analysis of every speaker’s behavior and  talk) :

· Simon (very complex motivation and a behavior that will progress throughout the movie). What does he risk when giving Bilal help ?

· Marion

· The guard of the supermarket

· Simon’s neighbours

· The police, and especially the inspector who questions Simon several times

· The judge
Exercise 5.4.2
· What are the motivations of the migrants who try to reach England? In what position do they find themselves?

· Why did they leave Kurdistan? What are the reasons of that migration?

· Why do they gather in Calais? Why don’t they ask for Asylum in France?

· Why England? What do they search for? What do they hope?

· Situation/legal status of these migrants on the French ground 

· Conditions of live (besides the pieces of information provided in the movie, also see, in the French contribution, the card dedicated to the evacuation of the « jungle ». http://routes.pixel-online.org/document.php?id_doc=590&str_search_langreview=&str_search=&str_search_wtype=&doc_lang=&part_id=16 ) 

· By what mean does he try to cross the see most of the time? What is the smugglers’ role? Control?

Exercise 5.4.3
· Describe the double position of the authorities.

· To strengthen the control in order to dissuade the illegal people to cross the sea and to stay in the city (see in particular the judge’s declaration and the policeman’s declaration) ;

· To discourage the population from giving them assistance in order to avoid Calais to become a camp for illegal refugees, as the policeman said ;

Exercise 5.4.3
· To point out the pieces of information about the French legislation provided in the movie.

· Concerning the clandestine people: to analyse in particular the visit at the police office as well as by the judge after the miscarried try of crossing by truck. Bilal and his Kurdish  friends can not be expelled : how can you explain this particular situation when they are illegal on the French ground ? It has to be clear that a big part of the legislation and rules in that matter is actually defined by international right dispositions

Bilal can not be expelled because of disposition applicable to persons coming from a country at war

· Concerning the French population who want to come to the clandestine persons’ aid: what risk does theoretically a French citizen run when giving humanitarian aid to a clandestine person? Without being convicted in a first time, what happened when Simon come to Bilal’s aid?

Simon is called and questioned by the police. An inspection is carried out at his place. He is finally indicted. 
Exercise 5.4.4
· The clandestine persons did not seek diplomatic protection asylum and do not obviously wish to stay in France but to cross to England. From that moment on, how can you explain that very strict controls are realised at the departure point on the French ground to prevent the clandestine persons to leave and to undertake the crossing, and not at the arrival in order to forbid them to enter England ?
Possible extension: ask the pupils to describe ID checking at Brussels South station for those who have already travelled with the Eurostar: a double check, first by Belgian policemen and then by British policemen. No further checking when arriving in London. We are here in the same case. How can you explain this particular procedure?

N.B. To answer this question, an additional search will probably have to be carried out about the Schengen agreement and about the bilateral agreements France/Great Britain and Belgium/Great Britain as suggested below.
Exercise 5.4.5
· Show that by evoking a complex reality, Philippe Lioret wanted to avoid any Manichaeism. So he does not propose a « black and white » / « bad or good » view. Some situations to analyse in depth to underscore this preoccupation :
· The evolution of Simon’s position and motivations :

· Bilal’s friend who steals Simon :

· The conflict amongst clandestine persons ;

· Mina’s situation in her family and the project for a shotgun marriage

· The police inspector’s position and the double-talk who seems to be not very convinced by the role he is asked to play but who finally applies strictly the law

Exercise 5.4.6
 
Contextualization and links to other documents

· To search for and to formulate accurate definitions of notions such as: migrant, immigrant, refugee, asylum-seeker, illegal immigrant, clandestine persons.

We are in front of very different situations and statuses, source of numerous confusions in the public’s spirit and, certainly, in the pupils’ spirit. It is appropriate to provide them with proper conceptual tools.

On the basis of this information, to characterize Bilal’s status:

Bilal is a migrant, he is refugee (to be discussed: he left a country at war where he was persecuted and in danger but he does not wish to reveal this status in France), he is clandestine and illegal (he has no authorization to stay in France and he has entered the country illegally) but he is not asylum-seeker nor an immigrant since he did not apply for asylum in France and he does not want to stay in the country.

· To carry out an additional search on the Kurdish problem to contextualize the reasons that have driven Bilal and his friends to exile :

· Geography of the Kurdistan

· Political situation and causes of emigration



· To understand the particular situation in Calais (at a lesser level, the Belgian harbors of Zeebrugge and Ostende are facing similar problems of clandestine persons trying to cross to England), and to analyse the international agreements :

· The agreements specifying the Schengen area. Great Britain does not make part of it ;

· The bilateral agreements France/Great Britain and Belgium/Great Britain allowing the border controls to be realised on the French or on the Belgian ground before crossing ;

· The international dispositions, and in particular the Geneva convention of 1951 on the refugees’ status. 
Exercise 5.4.7
· The Philippe Lioret’s movie reports a specific situation in France and even more specific in Calais. What about the situation in your country ?

Some tracks to explore with the pupils:

· Does your country face problems of clandestine immigration and clandestine persons or the presence of undocumented persons on the territory?

· To carry out an additional search on the legislation in force (N.B. the contributions proposed in the « Review of laws » section will very often allow to get the needed information)

· For the migrants : criterions to enter the territory and to obtain a residence permit, prospective seclusion or expulsion measure, order to leave the territory for the foreigners in irregular situation.

· For the nationals: are there dispositions concerning the people who help the clandestine persons (make the difference between those who help for humanitarian reasons and those who want to profit from the situation)?

· Prospective regularization actions: frequency, number of persons concerned, criterions.

· To analyse the authorities and the political parties’ position

· To study the programs, the proposition and the position of the political parties 

· Prospective existence of xenophobic or even racist political parties. Example in Belgium: the Vlaams Belang in Flanders and the Front National in the French speaking area.

Analysis of their speeches about immigration, especially through their election campaign leaflets

· Content of the government’s programs and concrete taken measures.

Example for Belgium: the governmental declaration of March 2008 provided the definition of clear criterions for the regularization of the clandestine people… a purpose that finally becomes a concrete action in July 2009, and an action is currently in progress.

· The illegal immigrants’ conditions of existence: housing, work, moving, children’s education, social life, discrimination, etc.  Testimonies of persons in that situation can also be collected.

· The population’s position :

· Existence of association: economic, social and juridical help, etc.

· Results of opinion inquiry on that issue

· Individual testimonies can also be collected.
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