[image: image1.png]


[image: image1.png]

Chapter 3 – Home far away from home – a second life

Analysis of documents chosen in the database, in relation to the immigrants’ experience in the host country.

3.1 “The Arrival ”
Document  to be used : Comic strip by Shaun Tan  
Exercise 3.1.1
Analysis and understanding of the document

· Find the different aspects of the migrants’ condition evoked in this comic strip and analyse the way they are dealt with and represented. For each aspect identified and/or analyzed, indicate a precise reference (page, square) in the comic strip.

· The causes of emigration: they are illustrated by the « hero’s » situation but also by the individual stories of other characters.

· The departure, the uprooting, the journey (what does he take with him, what/who does he leave, which means of transport does he take, etc.).

· The entry into the country of destination and the difficulties to rebuild a life in an unknown society.

· The importance of the individual links, of the marks of solidarity that appear among the migrants.

· Which universal means of communication does Shaun Tan’s character use to try to communicate with the local population?

· Is the migrant character confronted with xenophobic characters or reactions?

Exercise 3.1.2
Contextualization and links to other documents.

In his « note of author », Shaun Tan writes: « The basic points of this book have been inspired by stories and anecdotes told by migrants coming from different countries at different periods.

The aim of the proposed approaches is to make a connection between the author’s fictive universe and the reality experienced by the migrants he says he has been inspired of.

Exercise 3.1.3
To choose one or several migrants’ testimonies in the database. To compare Shaun Tan’s vision with the experience really lived by the persons questioned. Does the artist, in production and talk that tend to be timeless and universal, reflect the reality? Similarities? Differences?

Exercise 3.1.4
In his note, Shaun Tan specifies: « Several drawings of the immigrants’ treatment (and pictures of passports) are based on photographies shot on Ellis Island, New York, from 1982 to 1954. Most of them can be found in the collection of the Ellis Island Immigration Museum ».

· Documents to be used :

· Extracts of the comic strip (copyright © Shaun Tan 2006 pour l’édition originale et Dargaud 2008 pour l’édition française) : documents 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 

· N.B.: The extracts are proposed in the same order as the layout of the strip, they represent Shaun Tan’s view on the chronology of the steps made by the migrants arriving at Ellis Island.

· Pictures of Ellis Island Museum (Laurence Plumet – Mars 2010) : documents 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14

· A picture extracted out of the folder of Ellis Island Museum : document 15

Documents 1-15 on-line: http://www.flickr.com/photos/routes1/
· A picture available on the Musem website

(http://www.ellisisland.org/photoalbums/ellis_island_album105.asp ) : document 16.

· Tasks to be achieved
To retrace a migrant’s journey arriving at Ellis Island and to compare it with the representation proposed by Shaun Tan.

As for the comparison with the migrants’ testimonies proposed here above, the aim is to evaluate if the author, in a production that is timeless and universal, reports reality and to what extend he possibly interprets it 

· The arrival by ship : Starting from document 7, identification of the 4 main steps of the migrant’s journey ; admittance into the centre and deposit of luggage ; medical exam ; legal control
Make clear with the pupils that there will be a fifth step in the analysed documents: the passage in the Great Hall, between the medical exam and the legal control.  

· At the time of the medical exam, how are the detected or suspected health problem reported ...

They are written with a piece of chalk on the migrants’ clothes thanks to letter and sign codes.

· Exemplify each step referring to the pictures of the museum as well as to the ones online on the project website

/arrival by ship: document 8;

/arrival in the centre and deposit of luggage: document 6 and 15;

/medical examination: documents 10, 11, 12 and 13;

/passage through the Great Hall: documents 9 and 16;

/legal control : document 14.
· Compare this real path with the one represented by Shaun Tan.

/arrival by ship and landing: document 1 and 2;

/admittance in the centre and passage through the Great Hall:   document 3;


/medical exam : document 4 ;


/legal control : document 5

· Show that Shaun Tan eventually modifies the chronology of the steps and that he sometimes gives a different meaning to some scenes he has been inspired of :


/the passage through the Great Hall is presented by Shaun Tan 
as occurring directly after the arrival in the centre while it is 
actually situated between the medical exam and the legal 
control ;


/the picture of the migrants with their luggage when landing 
actually corresponds with a picture shot at the arrival in the 
centre, at the time of the luggage deposit;


/health problems are not written with chalk on the character’s 
clothes.


Are these modifications significant? And do they induce a really 
different view of the reality lived by the migrants?

· Propose two examples of drawings of the strip that are directly inspired by existing pictures :


 /document 2 >< documents 6 et 15


/document 3 >< document 16

· Variant 

· The approach proposed here above is very systematic and the tasks to be carried out are very directive.

It is possible to make the pupils work in a more autonomous and intuitive way starting from simplified instruction asking them to retrace the real migrant’s path thanks to proposed documents and to compare the results of the investigation with the author’s view.

· This approach can also be reversed, starting from an analysis of Shaun Tan’s drawings to identify the different steps of the migrant’s path when arriving at Ellis Island, and then to make the link with the pictures

· To go further, two websites are dedicated to Ellis Island :


http://www.ellisisland.org/ 

http://teacher.scholastic.com/activities/immigration/tour/
Exercise 3.1.4

Author: Catherine Ferdin (Collège Don Bosco – Woluwé Saint-Lambert, Belgium)

· After the elucidation of the notions of fantasizing and fantasticalness, pointing out of the characteristic elements and description of the effect produces. What these elements are they used for in the narrative?

· To imagine the characters’ dialogs (for a given extract or the all narrative divided by chapters) in the phylacteries.

· To tell the story in a narrative text respecting the components and the steps

· To imagine the letters that the character could send home in Montesquieu’s way in the Persian Letters. That is to say by using the process of the « foreign view »

· To create the main character’s interview using the questionnaire WP Tool 4.

· Starting from a photo of the news on the theme of immigration (search for « immigration », « closed centre » on Google), invent a character and his/her path (the photo will be a step of this path: his/her starting point, an important moment of his/her conclusion. 

[image: image2.jpg]~~ |

Esuctionand




[image: image2.jpg]

[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.jpg]


