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Chapter 5 - Who is knocking at my door? 
A personal perspective: feelings, experiences, relations

Analysis of documents chosen in the database, in relation to the experience of the host populations

5.3 “The catastrophe at the Bois du Cazier”
Document to be used :The catastrophe at the Bois du Cazier (8th August 1956)
Exercise 5.3.1

                 Analysis and comprehension of the document

· What are the initial causes of the catastrophe?

· By means of a chronological chart (days, hours, minutes), briefly describe the process of this catastrophe from the initial accident until the moment when the rescue squad gave up searching to try to find some survivors.

· Write a short synthesis using this chart (+/- one side of a sheet of A4 paper) in which you will highlight the factors that can explain the seriousness of the catastrophe (especially the number of victims) and the difficulties met with by the rescuers when they tried to intervene.

· What is the death toll of the catastrophe?

· One foreign country was particularly hit. Which one? With which immediate consequence on the relations between this country and Belgium?

· Which terrible sentence was pronounced in Italian by the rescuers when they stopped searching to try to find some survivors?

Exercise 5.3.2

       Contextualization and links with other documents

In the part « Review of publications » you will find several extracts of Belgian newspapers chosen to cover the period going from the catastrophe until the moment when the rescue squad stopped searching to look for some survivors.

These documents can be used in multiple ways. A few exploitation avenues to be possibly developed:

· Compare the information about the causes of the catastrophe and the way it took place or about the rescue operations that can be found on the Website of the Bois du Cazier and the information provided by the newspapers published at the time of the catastrophe.

· Compare the newspapers with each other to analyze the information processing and its evolution during the days that follow the catastrophe: place devoted to the subject, information provided, aspects dealt with, etc.

· Look for extracts of foreign newspapers (especially Italian ones) to study the place devoted to the catastrophe and its impact outside Belgium.

· Show that the catastrophe did not only hit Belgium but also Italy since 136 out of the 262 victims were Italians.

· What are the consequences of this event for the relations between Italy and Belgium?

· The Bois du Cazier caused a « shock » in the Belgian public opinion and played an important role in the evolution of the way the local populations looked at the Italian immigrants. Describe this « shock » and this evolution.
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