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Chapter 5 - Who is knocking at my door
Before you have read  the following  document aswer the questions.
Introduction to: Document  
Interview with Simone from Germany

This interview is already to be found in the other material.

Simone is 24 years old and is part of a generation that grew up with classmates out of a lot of countries. For her perspective the Turkish boy or the Italian girl etc. is just a classmate; someone with a special personality with strength and weaknesses. For her it is far more important to know what you can do with them or what they are thinking of you or if he or she likes you or not, than to know where she or he comes from.

This doesn’t mean that there are no conflicts but her way of thinking and her personal feelings are focused on the “normal” every day way of life. So she sees things in a positive way and likes the company of her friends, wherever their families come from.

Document to be used : Interview with Simone
Personal Data

First name: Simone

Age:
 24

Country: 
Germany

Interviewed by Susan

Date and place: 31.08.09 Berlin

Personal History of Emigration

Before meeting

1. How old were  you when many people from abroad (specify the country) came to your country? Or were they yet there when you was born ?

Yes and the people came from Turkey

2. Did you know anything about that country (geographical position, traditions, language, food, culture, sport, religion, lifestyle, political system, etc.) ? 

no

3. Did you know why that people left their country ? were they looking for a job? had they religious or political problems? were they just trying to know new countries and new people? 

They had come to find a job 

4. Why did you think they choose your country (richness, language, geographical position, welfare, historical links between their and your countries, political system, culture,  weather, friendliness of people) ? 

Out of economic reasons

First Impact 

1. Tell me something about the feelings you had when such people began to come: were they funny?  were they strange? what were they going to  do in your country? was your life going to get better or worse ? were you afraid ?

At school there were a lot of foreigners with whom I had a very good contact, especially with the people from Turkey. They were already the second or third generation. I had some difficulties with Libyans because they treated girls in an unacceptable way, but they had only just arrived in Germany. 

2. Where did you meet them first: in your personal experience (job, school, streets, shops, bar) or by the media? 

I met them at primary school

3. What did the media say about that people?

I don’t know.

4. What did you imagine they were thinking about you? 

They didn’t recognise me as German, more than as a girl with certain characteristics, e.g.: shy.

After some time (6 months/one year)

1. Have you done anything in order to better know them or help and integrate them in your country ?

I learned more about the religion. no

2. Did anybody you know (institutions, associations, single people, native or guest) help them to integrate into the community ?

I know of some language courses the schools offered for integration

Now

1. Do most of them actually live in your country, or have they gone back home ?

They are still here

2. What do you know now about their country (language, traditions, culture, religion, food, lifestyle, etc.)? Does it agree with the imagine you had before meeting them?

yes

3. Is there any unpleasant event you went through, or you witnessed?

no

4. Do you think that the differences between that country and yours have increased or decreased by the time? or did they remain the same?

No. Turkey has changed into a more modern country. The people who are living here are more conservative as the people in their homeland.

5. Which actually are your feelings:  is there anything you “learned” from your new fellow citizens (job, culture, food, social or political institutions, etc.) ? is there anything you think they “learned” from you ?

I have positive feelings. It depends on the individual approach Yes. The food and the way of cooking.

No, I don’t think so.

6. Finally: what do you think about your future and theirs ?

I don’t know.

Exercises 5.4   ’’Interview with Simone”
1. Please list the localities of contact that are named in the interview.

2. Please find out how the relations between migrants and natives are depicted in the interview.

3. On the basis of the interview please list you own experiences with migrants and arrange them referring to locality and occasion.
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